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Literary ArtsAnnouncesNew Seminarsfor Readers

Portland, Ore. BLiterary Artsannouncesa new series Delve: Reader sCBeminars starting in October.
Delve offers the oppatunity to explore great books with an experienced guide and the company of other
dedicated readers. Seminars are lively, in-depth discussionsled by local scholars. No previousknowledge
of theauthor or text is required. Each seminar islimited to 20 participants who will complete designaed
reading in advance and come prepared to discuss thetext in an informal, friendly atmosphere. Seminars
cog $150each. Portland location TBA. Registration takes place on afirst-come, first-served basis by
calling 5032272583, and continues until seminars are full.

Fall Seminars
Portland Arts & Lectures: A Season of Authors

In this seminar, participants will read and discuss select works by each of the authorsin this
season@ Portland Arts & L ectures series: Orhan Pamuk@® Snow Diane Ackerman@ A Natural
History of the Senses, Colson Whitehead@ John Henry Days, Stephen Sondhém@ Sundayin the
Park with George, Mary Oliver® New and Sdected Poems, and Marjane Satrapi@ Persepolis. The
god will beto degpen an appreciation of these individud authors while aso seeing them as
examples of accomplishment in variousgenres: fiction, norfiction, podry, mudcal theater and the
graphic novd. Meetingswill take place ona amonth on Wednesday evenings aweek before each
author® scheduled appearance.

Wednesdays. Octobe 10, November 14, Januay 9, Januay 30, March 5, April 2 (six seminars)
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Guide Christopher Zinn received his Ph.D. in English and American literature from New Y ork
University. He has taughtat Reed College, directed the college@® American Studies program and
served as Fulbright Senior Lecturer in Turkey. He was executive director of the Oregon Coundl
for the Humanities from 1997to 2006



Jane Austen & Charlotte Bronte: Pride and Prejudice & Jane Eyre

In A Roomof One® Own, Virginia Woolf discusses thewomen writers who preceded her, with
paticular attention to Jane Augten@® Pride and Prgjudice and Charlotte Bronte@ JaneEyre. Woolf
admires Augen butrepesatedly picks at Bronte, who Woolf bdieveswill never realize her potential
asawriter for her inability to step outside gende politics and let her characters become who they
want to be In this semina, paticipants will read thetwo novds throughthe lenses of craft and
historical milieu, and will evaluate Woolf@ideas togeher. Pertinent excerpts from Woolf® book
will beprovided.

Mondays: Octobe 22-November 26 (six seminas), 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Guide Susan McKee Reese holdsan M.A. in English from Portland State University and an
M.F.A. in Writing from Pacific University. A published pod, she specializesin Irish and British
literature and is a member of the English department at Portland State University.

Winter Seminars

Ralph Ellison: Invisible Man

Published in 1952, Invisible Man is amilestonein American literature. This seminar will take a
multi-textua approach to the novd as we read and discuss thework of other American authors
adongsde Ellison®@ masterpieceN Frederick Douglass, T.S. Eliot, Ralph Emerson, Herman
Mélville, Mark Twain, Walt Whitman and Richard Wright

Thursdays. January 3-February 7 (sx seminars), 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Guide Pancho Savery is Professor of Engish, Humanities and American Studies at Reed
College, where he hes taughtdrama and African American literature since 1995.He has published
essays on Ralph Ellison, and he co-edited the book Approaches to Teaching Ellison@QInvisible
Man.

Nathaniel Hawthorne & GustaveFlaubert: The Scarlet Letter & Madame Bovary

In this seminar, participants will read Hawthome® The Sarlet Letter (1850 and Flaubet®@
Madarne Bovary (18560 two of thegreatest noves of the mid-nineteenth century. While both
booksexaminethelives of adulterouswomen, ther plots, styles and themes suggest subgantially
differentideas aboutmarriage desire and the ambiguousline between sexud fulfillment and self-
destruction. Whether you prefer Romanticism or Realism, the guided reading and discussionswill
offer adeegper undestanding of these compdling female characters and the authors who created
them.

Wednesdays: Januay 16-February 20 (six seminars), 6:30-8:30 p.m.



Guide: Lois Leveen isawriter who holdsaPh.D. in English from the Univerdty of Californiaat
LosAngeeswith aspedaty in multicultural American literature. She hastaught literature and
humanitiesat Reed College and UCLA.

Spring Seminars

William Faulkner & Toni Morrison: Absalom, Absalom! & Beloved

Faulkner@ Absalom, Absalom and Morrison@Beloved both present compdling, complicated
characters who seek to escapethe past yet remain mired in thetelling and re-telling of tha past. In
this semina, paticipants will explore the ways these two novds, published haf a century apart,
provide a striking complement with thar ingghtsinto the darkest secrets of American history.

Tuesdays: April 1-May 6 (Sx seminas), 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Guide: Lois Leveen

ThomasPynchon: Gravity’s Rainbow

Published in 1973,Gravity@ Rainbowhas been haled as apogmoden epicN aprofound at times
bewildering, and often sublime meditation onthe second haf of Ghe American century.OSet in
Europeduring thelast days of World War 11, Pynchon@sprawling narrative has attracted legions
of intrepid readers and commentators, while hisinsights aboutthe legacy of technology and
militarism seem ever more relevant to our contemporary world. In this seminar, participants will
undetake a comprehensve reading of oneof themog chdlenging and important novds of our
time.

Thursdays: April 17-May 22 (six seminas), 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Guide Christopher Zinn
Media sponsrship for this seriesis generoudy provide by ThePortland Tribune

it

Deve: ReadersCeminarsisaprogram of Literary Arts, anonprofit organization that enrichesthelivesof
Oregoniansthrough language and literature. Other programsof Literary Artsare Oregon Book Awards,
Oregon Literary Fellowships, Portland Arts & Lectures, Poetry Downtown, Poetry in Motion™, and
Writersin the Schools. For moreinformation about Literary Arts, please contact Elizebeth Burnett at
503.227.2583 or vist www.literary-arts.org.



