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Literary Arts is a comprehensive, nationally recognized center 
for writers, publishers, readers, and lovers of the literary arts. 
We engage Oregonians of all ages and from all corners of the state with 
words. Our mission is to engage readers, support writers, and inspire the next 
generation with great literature.  

This brochure is your guide to writing classes and reading 
seminars throughout our 2017/2018 season. Our offerings 
include 28 writing classes to help hone your skills and 20 seminars to 
help you explore great literary works. Classes and seminars meet at our 
welcoming community space in downtown Portland (925 SW 
Washington Street).

SUPPORT PROVIDED IN PART BY:



WRITING CLASSES AT 
LITERARY ARTS

Classes at Literary Arts are limited to 12 students and focused on specific writing goals. 
Participants come from a variety of backgrounds and life experiences. Our instructors 
are seasoned teachers and published authors, many of them Oregon Book Awards 
authors and Literary Fellowship recipients. Many of our classes are for students who are 
writing at all levels, and some are for more experienced writers who are looking to 
advance their skills. 

Register online  
at literary-arts.org  
or by calling our office at 503-227-2583.

SCHOLARSHIPS: Available for many of our 
classes. Scholarships pay for the entire class 
tuition and are awarded 1–2 weeks before a 
class begins. To apply for a scholarship, email 
Susan Moore with your name, contact 
information, and list three classes in order of 
preference. Please note that preference is not 
guaranteed. All scholarships are subject to 
availability. 

CLASS LIAISONS: All classes have one 
liaison position. Liaisons receive free tuition 
in exchange for light duties before and after 
each class meeting.  

QUESTIONS? If you want to know more 
about a class, our policies, or scholarship and 

SUPPORTING OREGON’S WRITERS 
 

All proceeds from writing classes offered at Literary Arts help sustain the Oregon Book 
Awards & Fellowships program, which offers recognition and financial support to Oregon’s 
writers. Since 1987, Literary Arts has awarded $900,000 to over 500 writers.

“ I found both the instructors 
and fellow classmates to be 
of much use in motivating  

me to write and to improve 
my writing.”

—2015/2016 Writing Workshop student



SHORT FICTION
Flash Fiction II: Compression and Beyond Previous 
Experience 
Thursdays, September 14–October 5, 2017  
7:00 p.m. –9:00 p.m. (four sessions) 
Instructor: Laura Lampton Scott, Tuition: $180

This class is geared towards students who have taken Flash Fiction 
classes previously or have experience writing in this highly 
compressed form. Class time will be spent generating new work and 
looking at examples of published flash fiction. At the end of the 
four-week class, participants will come away with at least seven new 
flash fiction drafts.   Experienced  

Short Story Intensive All Levels 
Thursdays, September 28, October 5, 19, and 26, 2018  
6:00 p.m. –9:00 p.m. (four sessions) 
Instructor: Margaret Malone, Tuition: $275

Also offered in Winter: Thursdays, January 11–February 1, 2018 
from 6:00 p.m. –9:00 p.m.

Students will write a draft of a short story, with an emphasis on 
character, voice, and how to mine detail inside a scene. Spend time 
generating ideas for plot and character and have the opportunity to 
get feedback on your writing and learn techniques for establishing a 
consistent writing practice so you can revise your draft after the 
class is completed. All Levels

Elements of Story: A Fiction Workshop Experience 
Saturdays, February 24–April 14, 2018  
from 10:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m. (eight sessions) 
Instructor: Alexis Smith Lucey, Tuition: $350

This workshop is ideal for writers with an early draft of a story or an 
idea for a story that hasn’t quite found its form. Examine elements 
that often serve a supporting role to plot and character, such as 
setting, voice, tension, and lyric detail, and explore ways to weave 
these techniques into your own writing. Draw from selected 
readings to gain new perspectives on your own stories, revising and 
writing as we go.  Experienced

 
THE NOVEL 

Writing a Novel in 8 weeks Dedicated Writers 
Mondays, September 11–October 30, 2017  
7:00 p.m. –9:00 p.m. (eight sessions) 
Instructor: Emily Chenoweth, Tuition: $365

Also offered in Winter: Mondays, January 15–March 5, 2018   
from 7:00 p.m. –9:00 p.m.

This is a boot-camp class designed for aspiring novelists who have a 
clear fictional project in mind and who can commit to a rigorous 
eight-week schedule of reading and writing. Through mini-lectures, 
in-class writing, and lots of workshopping, you will explore matters 
of storytelling, and the motivation needed to get the work done. 
You do not need permission to register, but you should have some 
prior experience in writing. Each participant will present work to 
the class for discussion four times.   Dedicated

Beginning the Novel: Starting Somewhere All Levels 
Sunday, October 1, 2017 
10:00 a.m. –3:00 p.m. 
Instructor: M. Allen Cunningham, Tuition: $80

This one-day class will demystify the ways one begins writing a 
book-length work of fiction, with in-class writing exercises, 
readings, discussion, and helpful techniques and suggestions to get 
you started on your way. All Levels

 
Plotting the Novel: What Happens Next All Levels 
Saturday, October 14, 2017 
9:30 a.m. –1:30 p.m. 
Instructor: M. Allen Cunningham, Tuition: $65

This four-hour class will look at ways of conceiving plot and 
structure in your novel. Through in-class writing exercises, 
readings, and discussion, we’ll explore traditional and non-
traditional plots, and consider how characterizations, the use of 
time, world context, and more contribute to a plot’s desi  All Levels  
 
Characters in Novel: Friends and Foes All Levels 
Saturday, October 28, 2017  
9:30 a.m. –1:30 p.m. 
Instructor: M. Allen Cunningham, Tuition: $65

This four-hour class will explore compelling character design from 
the ground up. We’ll look at perspective, perception, voice, letting 
our fictional characters become their authentic selves. All Levels  

Poetic Personal Essays All Levels 
Thursdays, October 12–November 2, 2017  
7:00 p.m. –9:00 p.m. (four sessions) 
Instructor: Claudia Savage, Tuition: $180

In this three-week class we’ll craft a personal essay using poet-
essayists such as Ocean Vuong, Maggie Nelson, and Dan Beachy-
Quick as inspiration in terms of form and method. Break out of the 
narrative ruts afflicting many new essayists and allow your writing 
to flow from a deeper, truer place where everyone’s inner poet 
dwells. All Levels

 
Writing the Micro-Essay   All Levels 
Tuesdays, November 7–November 28, 2017  
6:00 p.m. –9:00 p.m. (four sessions) 
Instructor: Martha Grover, Tuition: $275

This class will focus on micro-essays of 800 words or fewer. Read 
and discuss some short published nonfiction then write exercises 
inspired by the texts. Participants should come away from the class 
with several new drafts of essays. All Levels  
 
Writing the Lyric Essay All Levels 
Saturdays, January 7-27, 2018  
10:00–1:00 p.m. (four sessions) 
Instructor: Jennifer Denrow, Tuition: $275

Explore the lyric essay, coming up with your own definition of what 
constitutes a lyric essay and pursuing the question of what this form 
can offer. We will immerse ourselves in the lyric essay, reading a 
variety of texts that have fallen into this category, all the while 
doing writing exercises that will aid us in the construction of our 
own work. We will workshop the essays and attempt to come to 
some conclusion as to why this form has burgeoned in recent years.    



Writing the Humorous Essay All Levels 
Wednesdays, January 24–February 7, 2018  
7:00 p.m. –9:00 p.m. (three sessions) 
Instructor: Courtenay Hameister, Tuition: $140

Learn more about writing humorous essays with a strong sense of 
voice and timing. Class will cover where to mine your material, the 
comedic benefits of truth-telling, and Sarah Silverman’s best advice 
about learning to edit yourself. 

Memoir Boot Camp Dedicated  
Sundays, September 17–November 12, 2017 (8 sessions) 
2:30 p.m. –4:30 p.m. 
Instructor: Natalie Serber, Tuition: $36

Also offered in Winter: January 21–March 11, 2018  
Sundays, 2:30 p.m. –4:30 p.m.

This popular class for aspiring memoir writers will help you 
complete the first draft of a memoir in just eight weeks. 
Participants will commit to an aggressive writing schedule and 
explore aspects of memory-based writing in a supportive 
environment. Participants should have some prior experience in 
writing nonfiction, as well as a specific project to which you will 
devote these eight weeks. Participants will present their work to 
the class for discussion 3–4 times.

POETRY
Six Poems in Six Weeks  All Levels 
Sundays, October 15–November 19, 2017 
6:00 p.m. –8:00 p.m. (6 sessions) 
Instructor: Stephanie Adams-Santos, Tuition: $275

Learn new approaches to generating poems. Participants will write 
at least six new poems and experiment with writing exercises, 
collaborative writing, and divination tools.  

Revising and Editing Poetry All Levels 
Sundays, January 14 & Sunday, February 18, 2018  
6:00 p.m. –8:00 p.m. (6 sessions) 
Instructor: Stephanie Adams-Santos, Tuition: $275 

This class can be taken as a follow-up to Six Poems in Six Weeks or 
as a stand-alone course. We’ll look at techniques for revising and 
editing poems and try different approaches to revising the same 
poem. 

The Magic of the Poetic Line All Levels 
Saturday, February 10–11, 2018  
TIME? (2 sessions) 
Instructor: Sawnie Morris, Tuition: $155

How do we determine when and why to break the lines in our 
poems? How might visual cues and punctuation further reveal a 
poem’s meanings? In Part I of this workshop, we’ll focus on 
lineation. We’ll write, we’ll consider an array of exciting 
possibilities available to us in the shaping of our poems, and we’ll 
write again, making new poems in which every turn of the line is a 
turn toward deeper meaning.   
 
MULTI-GENRE 

Writing Hybrid Forms 
Sundays, December 9 & Sunday, December 10, 2017 
10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
Instructor: Shayla Lawson, Tuition: $155

All levels. The nontraditional texts of writers Claudia Rankine and 
Maggie Nelson have garnered critical and commercial success that 
has brought new audiences to the world of contemporary poetry. 
We will commandeer creative license in order to deconstruct the 
notion of form. The class will include an in-depth study of 
contemporary form through the examination of class texts, 
independent writing, and inquiry-based workshops. 

Generative Workshops:  
First Saturday of the month, January–May, 2018 
Taught by Neil Aitken 

The Journey into the Interior: Writing as Exploration and 
Excavation 
Saturday, April 7, 2018  
10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.  
Tuition: $50 

Elsewhere & Otherwise: Getting Beyond Ourselves 
Saturday, May 5, 2018  
10:00 a.m. –1:00 p.m.  
Tuition: $50 
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