HOW TO DEVELOP THE PRINT

First, the small white tab. Pull it all the way out of the camera. Don't block the door (arrow).

The smell of my parents’ house
is a combination of every scent
that’s ever traveled through
'it, pleasant only to someone
‘with  good memories there.
‘Each room has its own smell.
| imagine a scented candle
called “Dad’s Office” that is a
compound of aging electronics:
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a 1960s era Bell and Howell
film projector, sixty-six reels of
8mm film, a Sankyo Super 8
camcorder, a 1986 Panasonic
VHS camcorder, over thirty
hours of VHS tapes, a half
dozen 35 mm film cameras
ranging the early 60s to late
90s, boxes of unlabeled

Next, the large yellow tab.

spools of film, envelopes
of unlabeled negatives, a
system for converting 8 mm
film and slides to VHS, four
metal canisters of slides, at
least four early era digital
cameras, and an assortment
of mystery objects wrapped
in disintegrating paper

PULL STRAIGHT, PULL SWIFTLY

Pull it straight out of the camera, swiftly. Begin timing development.

bags buried in the back of the closet. Piecing
together the past based on my parents’ archive
of obsolescence is both a means of inducing
nostalgia and a method to discovering its origin.

Over the years, I'd been slowly pilfering these
gadgets, trying to fix them, using them, or in some
cases convincing my parents just to hang on to

Lift off the white print quickly.

them until | can figure
out what to do with
them. The Polaroid
104 Land Camera
had been missing
from his stash since
| took it in 2015—
just one piece of

Check the temperature! It’s important. See page 21.

OPERATION

Fold up the negative.

plastic saturated with
Polaroid  chemicals
contributing to the
smell | called home.
When | returned in
2021, | brought it with
me.
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